
LIBERIA CUSTOMS  

 

Greetings:  

Greetings vary by region and ethnicity. Among the Kpelle people, common greetings are Yaa-wun (Good 

morning), Gba-to-wa (Good afternoon), Elo-wlee (Good night), and Ku-maneeju (How are you?). Bassa 

greetings include Moin ley (Good morning), Wli yeah (Good afternoon), and Ai wli moin (How are you?). 

Among the Gio ethnic group, people say Ba-buah (Good morning), Nyle a-gbigeah (Good afternoon), 

Madi yea (Good night), and Ku-merie (How are you?).  

Among many ethnic groups, people shake hands only with others of the same age group, so a young 

person greets an elder by bowing slightly at the knees.  

A person who joins a small group typically apologizes for the disruption and then shakes hands with each 

individual.  

Gestures:  

Liberians hand objects to or accept them from others with the right hand or with both hands; using the left 

hand alone is considered rude. 

 At social gatherings, it is polite for a man to offer his seat to an elderly or pregnant woman.  

People of the same gender may hold hands in public as a sign of friendship, but holding hands and other 

displays of affection between men and women are considered inappropriate.  

Holidays:  

Liberia's national holidays include New Year's Day (1 Jan.), Armed Forces Day (11 Feb.), Decoration 

Day (second Wednesday in March; people honor the dead by cleaning and decorating grave sites), 

Birthday of Joseph Jenkins Roberts (15 March; honoring Liberia's first president), Fast and Prayer Day 

(second Tuesday in April), National Unification Day (14 May; celebrating the reconciliation of 

indigenous people and Americo-Liberians), National Independence Day (26 July), National Flag Day (24 

Aug.), Thanksgiving Day (first Thursday in November), Birthday of William V.S. Tubman (29 Nov.), 

and Christmas Day (25 Dec.). 

 Though not a public holiday, Liberians also celebrate African Liberation Day (25 May); students perform 

and exhibit traditional African arts.  

 

 

 

 


